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A View from the Cockpit 
Message from Commodore Jason Harrison 

 
     Well, 2009 is upon us and now is the time to 

start thinking about the upcoming sailing sea-
son. My intention with this column is to keep 
the membership informed of what the board is 
trying to do, to elicit ideas of what the mem-

bership wants, and to address issues that come up in as timely a man-
ner as possible. To that end, this issue of the BTB has been mailed to 
everyone on the membership roll last year.  It includes a membership 
application so the need to download one is eliminated. I urge you fill it 
out and return it to Joe Shields as soon as possible.  
Notice that you have the option of receiving further issues of the BTB 
via US Mail at a small additional cost for postage, or from the web site. 
Please make sure to indicate your choice. 
     Also included is a draft calendar for the year. I stress that it is sub-
ject to change, and we will do our best to finalize it soon. Any 
changes will be posted on the web site, and the next issue of the 
BTB following the change. 

Please mark down the dates for the important events to you. I hope 
to see a lot of you at the Spring Fling, as well as the picnics that are 
planned. 

As always, if you have an idea for an event, or a question about an  

upcoming event, please contact myself or another board member. 

Fair winds to all, and here’s hoping for a good sailing season. 
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February 
* Sunday 2/22: Learn to Sail Seminar at North-

land Library. Overview Part I 
 March 
* Saturday 3/7: Celestial Navigation Seminar at 

Northland Library 
* Sunday 3/22: Learn to Sail Seminar at North-

land Library. Part II 
 April 
* Sunday 4/5: Racing Rules and 2009 Rule 

Changes Seminar at Northland Library  
 May 
* Saturday 5/2: CSP Work Day 
* Saturday 5/9: Spring Fling! 
* Sunday 5/17: Learn to Sail 
* Saturday 5/23: Race Day 
* Sunday 5/24: Butler Outdoor Group 
* Sunday 5/31: Learn to Sail and CSP Work 

Day  
 June 
* Saturday 6/6: Race Day 
* Saturday 6/13: Race Day 
* Sunday 6/14: Learn to sail 
* Saturday 6/20: Learn to sail 
* Saturday 6/27: Race Day/Picnic/Youth Sailing 

Championship 
July 
*  Sunday 7/5: Learn to sail 
*  Saturday 7/11: Race Day 
*  Sunday 7/12: Learn to sail 
*  Saturday 7/18: Race Day 
*  Monday 7/20-Friday 7/24  Sail Camp 
*  Saturday 7/25: Race Day/Picnic                             
��
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WEDNESDAY SAILS 

Anyone wanting to get extra tiller time on 
Wednesday afternoons or join in a raft up 

picnic on Wednesday evenings is invited to 
call John Bridges at least by the Tuesday 

evening of any particular week  

e-mail brimor@aol.com or 724 625 9348 

 August 
* Saturday 8/1 and Sunday 8/2: Lake Arthur Regatta 
* Saturday 8/8: Race Day 
* Sunday 8/9: Learn to sail 
* Saturday 8/15 and Sunday 8/16: Cruising Fundamentals 

Seminar with overnight stay at the Cabin at Davis Hol-
low. 

* Saturday 8/22: Race Day/Picnic/Youth Sailing Champi-
onship 

 September 
*  Saturday 9/12: Race Day 
*  Sunday 9/13: Learn to sail 
*  Saturday 9/19 and Sunday 9/20: Sail for the Grail 
*  Saturday 9/26: Race Day (last one) 
*  Sunday 9/27: Learn to sail 
 October 
* Saturday 10/3: Handicapped Regatta 
* Saturday 10/10 and Sunday 10/11: Annapolis Boat 

Show 
* Saturday 10/17: Barn Date 
* Saturday 10/24: Barn Date 
 November 
* Saturday 11/7: Annual Meeting/Awards Banquet 

*subj. to change, visit morainesailingclub.org for updates 
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New Learn To Sail  fee ($25)  
 

Our Learn To Sail (LTS) program has been very popular 
over the past few years, and we have been adding more 
days available for new sailors to learn and practice their 
new skills.  It's been observed that this extra "boat time" 
has taken a maintenance toll on our club's fleet of Flying 
Scots and Sunfish.  The MSC Board approved a $25 fee 
for LTS participants to help cover this increased mainte-
nance cost.  This is a one time $25 fee (per sailing sea-
son) for members wishing to participate in LTS days.  
Many LTS participants soon qualify for and upgrade their 
membership to the MSC Community Sailing Program 
(CSP).  For LTS members upgrading to CSP, the $25 fee 
will apply towards the CSP upgrade cost.  In other words, 
if a new member wishes to join CSP they should first join 
as a LTS member($35 plus $25 = $60).  Once their sail-
ing skills have been certified by a LTS instructor, they can 
upgrade to CSP for an additional $165 fee (instead of the 
normal $190) and start using club boats. 
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SEMINAR ON RACING RULES AND CHANGES FOR 2009   

Sunday April 5, 1:30-5 PM  
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 If you answered "no" to either of these questions, you might want to attend this seminar presented by Dan 
Goldberg, US Sailing Certified Regional Race Officer.  This seminar will cover a summary of the most im-
portant basic Racing Rules, including right-of-way rules, and will highlight the changes that will go into ef-
fect in 2009.  Even if you already know all the 2009 racing rules, you might still come and share your 
knowledge with your fellow racing sailors.  If you’ve ever attended a Protest Hearing after a race, you know 
that racing rules discussions can be a lively affair.  Hope to see you there.  
For more information, contact Joe Shields (412-367-3697,   education@morainesailingclub.org) 

Learn To Sail Seminar  
Feb. 22nd and Mar. 22nd (Sundays), 1:30-5:00pm  
 
Sick of Winter? Ready to try sailing this Spring?  
Come to a free Learn To Sail Seminar at Northland Public Library.  
Topics include all the basic stuff you need to know to 
start sailing right. Also discussed are local opportunities in the area for 
 getting out on the water and "just doing it". If you have thought  
about it, but have always put it off for one reason or another, 
make this the year you give sailing a try. 
 For more information, contact Joe Shields (412-367-3697, 
education@morainesailingclub.org).  

Upcoming Seminars hosted by Moraine Sailing Club  

All seminars above presented at Northland Library. Directions to Northland, visit  http://www.northlandlibrary.org  �

To keep up to date on our schedule of events please  visit www.morainesailingclub.org 
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Hosted by Moraine Sailing Club at Northland Public Library 
Back in the "olden" days sailors relied on sextant and watch to derive their po-
sition at sea from the Sun and the stars.  Now with a push of a button, a sailor 
(or motorist for that matter) can get that same position quicker and easier from 
the man-made GPS satellites circling our globe. However, whether your blue 
water sailing dreams are just that or you've "been there, done that", it's always 

good to have a back up system, especially since GPS is controlled by the U.S. Department of Defense 
who does not necessarily  guarantee continuous  public access. All seminar participants will have the op-
portunity to use a sextant, and learn how to "reduce" a sextant sight down to a "line of position".  
Please RSVP to Joe Shields at (412-367-369, education@morainesailingclub.org). 

Celestial Navigation Seminar  
Mar. 7th (Sat), 1:30-5:00pm  
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KIDZPAGE  
 

  More notes from the Stowaway. 
        After cruising around the Pacific Islands it was decided to take the boat down 

to Perth for an overhaul and maintenance;  this gave me the opportunity to slip 
ashore and enjoy living without having to constantly hide under the covers of the 

Longboat. 
      We berthed beside the full size copy of the Endeavour, (Captain Cooke's fa-
mous boat in which he made his many voyages around the world)    Going own 

the Swan river in the Ferry I passed though big fleets of racing sailboats from the many Yacht clubs 
lining the river.  They all had their Spinnakers set and it made a wonderful sight.  They are fortunate 
in that the wind usually reverses direction each day so that they can often use their Spinnakers both 
coming and going.  They also have the advantage of 90 degree weather which is just a little different 
to the temperatures that you have been 

getting in Pittsburgh. There were big 
ocean going racers, beautiful classic 
Dragons and many small dinghies all 
keeping their course and avoiding the 

ferry.  It was good to see young kids con-
centrating on keeping their spinnakers full 
as they shot past the ferry which was do-

ing a good 15 knots. 
As in many seaports there was a mu-
seum full of real ships, parts of ships and 
ship' gear.  The racing dinghies with their 
delicate 1'4" lap strake planking was a 
delight to see and the heavy gear on the 
old fishing boats made you wonder how 
sailors had the strength to sail them.  
Perth is a beautiful city and just like Pitts-
burgh you can climb up to the top of an 
escarpment and look down on all the 
buildings, river and action going on down 
below.  The river goes down to the port of 
Freemantle about 6 miles away. 

    I managed to get a job in one of the 
boat yards and to my delight I was given 
a job to reeve a new Flag halyard on the 
Top mast of what I consider to be "My" 
Sailing Vessel.  Rather cheekily I said 
"Good Morning" to the Captain and en-
joyed the view from above looking down 
on the Tarp covered Long boat that was 
my hiding place for many weeks.  This 

task and others enabled me to secrete a 
few stores under the Longboat cover for 
future use.  Yes! I intend to stowaway 
again on the next fairly short voyage 

across the Tasman sea to New Zealand.�
Sailing Boats as far as the eye can see on the Swan river in Australia�
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Editors Letter 

New at the Helm 
Whew! Now at the Helm of “Batten the Breeze” I have an even greater appreciation for those in-
dividuals who volunteer to make Moraine Sailing Club such a successful organization. It may be 
the dead of winter, but your board, along with several dedicated instructors and volunteers, are 
already hard at work preparing for the 2009 sailing season.  

I have many people to thank as I complete this first issue of BTB. Jackie Stevens, former editor, 
who was most gracious in handing over the reins and offering assistance. Hats off to Jackie for 
doing such an awesome job on past issues of the BTB! Thank you to the entire board for their 
advice and contributions. Special thanks to Joe Shields for helping in the completion of this issue 
and answering my endless questions.  

I am always open to suggestions for future issues. Please e-mail me at 
BTB@morainesailingclub.org.  

I hope you have enjoyed reading this issue as much as I enjoyed putting it 
all together. 

Here’s to another great summer sailing on the lake!  

~Sharon  

�

Book Review:  WHALE HUNT by Nelson Cole Haley 
                                                                                                                Contributed by Wayne Yezerski 

Come along with Nelson on a four year voyage hunting for whales aboard the whaling ship 
Charles W Morgan from the years 1849 to 1853.This tale is full of adventure on the high seas and 
a true life tale of the men of the whaling industry in the 1800s. Haley describes  the handling of 
sails and tackle with step by step precision. He 
takes you in the whale boat as they drop from the 
mother ship to chase after the elusive sperm whale. 
Go on a Nantucket sleigh ride as the whale is har-
pooned and takes them for a 2 mile wild and dan-
gerous journey, holding on for dear life! Stop at dif-
ferent islands all around the world for provisions 
never knowing if you will by met in a friendly way. I 
read this book twice and loved it. You really feel like 
you’re walking the decks of the Morgan with Nel-
son. I would recommend this book to any sailing 
enthusiast. Also if you would like to see the Morgan 
up close, it is in Mystic Seaport (CT) currently un-
der going a refit. http://www.mysticseaport.org 

 

 Enjoy , Wayne 

Have a suggestion for the newsletter? 

Question about Membership?  

Want to know when the next Learn to Sail is?  

Have a Race related question? E-MAIL US! 

Below are the new e-mail addresses:  

 
Commodore@morainesailingclub.org; 

ViceCommodore@morainesailingclub.org; 
Treasurer@morainesailingclub.org; 
Property@morainesailingclub.org; 

membership@morainesailingclub.org; 
BTB@morainesailingclub.org; 
CSP@morainesailingclub.org; 

education@morainesailingclub.org; 
Race@morainesailingclub.org; 
Social@morainesailingclub.org; 

webmaster@morainesailingclub.org;��
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A November Delivery  
Contributed by Ken Andrews 
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“All the skills we teach 

for CSP qualification 

were 

appropriate...However, 

we needed some 

additional skills…” 
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Have an article, story, idea you would like to submit for Batten the Breeze? Email BTB@morainesailingclub.org 
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A November Delivery (cont.)  
Day 2 
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Batten The Breeze Newsletter  
Editor Sharon Yezerski 
Moraine Sailing Club 
PO Box 692 
Pittsburgh, PA 15230 

What's in the Members Login section and how do I ge t there?  
 
A printable 2009 MSC Membership card (once you've paid your 2009 membership dues of course). 
 
All your personal stuff like address, phone number, email, type of boat AND the ability to change it. 
 
Your own list of special interests (racing, learning to sail, etc.) AND the ability to change it.  
 
Access to an online Membership Directory so you can find all your sailing friends by name, interest and 
membership type.  Need crew for an upcoming race, get a list of members who checked "Crewing" as an 
interest.  There are easy Google map links and e-mail links to facilitate finding and contacting other MSC 
members 

 
If you are a CSP member you can check on availability of and reserve use of club boats.  
 
How do you get to the Members Only section?  Click on the "Members Login" link up in the yellow border 
on the main page of morainesailingclub.org.  Enter your last name and password on the next screen.  
Don't know what your password is?  Click on the "Can't remember password? Click here to retrieve" link 
on that page and follow the instructions. 


